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Preface

Dear Reader,

This book gives the first overview of Regional Nature Parks and their work in the
Member States of the European Union, as well as Norway and Switzerland. There are
almost 900 Nature, Regional, and Landscape Parks in 22 European countries. They
cover around 8% of the total area of the EU-28, along with Norway and Switzerland.
In this book, they are collectively referred to as ‘Regional Nature Parks’. What they
have in common is that they play a forward-thinking role in combining the develop-
ment of rural areas, the promotion of sustainable land use and nature-friendly tourism,
and education for sustainable development with the protection of biological diversity.
Regional Nature Parks are landscapes full of life, where people and nature are inextrica-
bly linked. They involve local people in their work, cooperate closely with local authori-
ties, districts and cities and support achievement of sustainability objectives in each
country. They are truly European, because they realize European objectives and funding
programmes in their regions and make the European idea accessible to people.

The first part of the book shows what makes Regional Nature Parks special, how they
benefit Europe and why they are the focus of this book. The second part goes into the
distinctive features of Regional Nature Parks in the individual countries. Regional Nature
Parks are represented by the umbrella organisation for Regional Nature Parks or the
responsible ministry or authority, in each participating country.

This book was written within the ‘Europe’s Nature, Regional, and Landscape Parks’
project, undertaken by the Association of German Nature Parks (Verband Deutscher
Naturparke, VDN) in cooperation with the Europarc Federation between October 2014
and July 2017. The project was supported by the German Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation (Bundesamt fur Naturschutz) with funding from the German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety

(Bundesministeriums fur Umwelt, Naturschutz, Bau und Reaktorsicherheit). The book is
the result of collaboration between many organisations and people that supported this
project. They are the partners from the 22 countries involved in the project, hosts in
eleven countries that welcomed the VDN on its travels and presented their Regional
Nature Parks, as well as members of the task force accompanying the project, including
Regional Nature Park representatives from seven countries. They are all named at the
end of the book.

Regional Nature Parks are unique landscapes that make up the character and richness
of their regions. However, they are also large scale protected areas, managed by a
responsible administrative body. Regional Nature Parks are described here together
for the first time as a group of protected areas in Europe. They already play an impor-
tant role in integration of conservation and sustainable development of rural areas.
They intend to further expand this role in years to come. We would like this book to
contribute to further raising the profile of Regional Nature Parks and the work of their
administrative bodies. This would help them to receive the necessary support in their
countries and at European level, for the benefit of people and nature.

Mt’{' J{""‘W{I“r e - —i=l p——

Dr. Michael Arndt Prof. Dr. Beate Jessel Ignace Schops

President of Verband Deutscher President of the Federal Agency President of the EUROPARC
Naturparke e.V for Nature Conservation Federation




Introduction

The Association of German Nature Parks
(Verband Deutscher Naturparke, VDN) conduct-
ed the project ‘Europe’s Nature, Regional, and
Landscape Parks’ from October 2014 to July
2017, in cooperation with EUROPARC Federa-
tion, the European umbrella organisation

for protected areas. The project was supported
by the German Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation with funding from the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety.
The VDN has been the umbrella organisation
for Nature Parks in Germany since 1963.

The aim of the scheme was to gather knowledge
about and experience of the work of protected
areas with comparable responsibilities and
structures to Nature Parks in Germany, in Euro-
pean countries. This book is the first successful
attempt to give this extensive an overview

of the work of Regional Nature Parks in the
European Union, as well as Norway and
Switzerland.

In Germany, responsibilities of Nature Parks are
defined as protected areas according to § 27
of the Federal Act for the Protection of Nature.
According to the law, Nature Parks, along

with National Parks and Biosphere Reserves,
are large scale protected areas.

To be able to fulfil the responsibility of taking a
position on Regional Nature Parks in numerous
European states, as the umbrella organisation of
a country, a task force to accompany the project
was convened at its start. This task force is
composed of representatives of Regional Nature
Parks from a total of seven European states,
funding bodies and the cooperation partner
Europarc Federation. The members of the task
force, which advised the VDN on execution of
the project in all phases, are listed in the

acknowledgments on the back page of the
book.

Online Survey

The task force agreed on the following criteria to
identify Regional Nature Parks in the European
countries.

1. Regional Nature Parks are government
recognised or government-designated protected
areas that have the objective of protecting nature
and landscapes, especially those landscapes

that are characterised by long-term human use




(cultural landscapes), with their diverse species
and habitats. They therefore correspond to the
description of Category V ‘Protected Landscape /
Seascape’ according to the management criteria
of the IUCN (International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural Resources). How-
ever, they do not necessarily have to have been
assigned by the IUCN to Category V or even
categorised by the IUCN at all.

2. Regional Nature Parks have the following

basic areas of work and objectives:

e Conservation, protection of biological diversity
and preservation and further development
of a landscape shaped by sustainable use

e Sustainable tourism and recreation

e Sustainable development of rural areas

e Environmental education and education
for sustainable development

Regional Nature Parks fulfil their responsibilities
and achieve their objectives in cooperation

with a network of regional actors and involving

regional administrative organisations (e.g. local
authorities) and the population.

3. Regional Nature Parks are large scale
protected areas. Apart from exceptional and
duly justified cases, the median size of Regional
Nature Parks within a country should be at
least 3,000 — 5,000 ha.

4. Regional Nature Parks are areas that are
managed by permanent, salaried staff from the
organisation responsible. They are considered to
be one communication and development unit.
Regional Nature Parks can be managed by their
own office or administration or by an organisa-
tion responsible for several protected areas in
one region.

This survey and accompanying research revealed
a total of almost 900 Regional Nature Parks,
according to the definition in this project, in

20 States of the European Union, as well as in
Norway and Switzerland. These parks are not

communicated as protected areas in all coun-
tries. In some countries, greater emphasis is
placed on the parks being areas of sustainable
regional development.

Regional Nature Parks cover a total of 8% of
the entire area of the EU-28, as well as Norway
and Switzerland. The survey questionnaire

was completed by all 22 countries that have
Regional Nature Parks as defined by the project.
An overview of these 22 countries and their
Regional Nature Parks, along with a map, are
included at the end of the book.

The protected areas covered by this definition
have different names. In most countries, they
are called Nature Parks, Landscape Parks or
Regional Parks. The project name ‘Europe’s
Nature, Regional, and Landscape Parks’ was
chosen because of this variety of names. For
better readability, the term ‘Regional Nature
Parks’ is used throughout the following to
refer to the areas as a whole.

Study Trips

In 2016, Project Coordinator Katharina Den-
kinger and VDN Director Ulrich Késter made
study trips to eleven countries. The aim was to
learn more about the work of Regional Nature
Parks in the respective countries, building on
the survey. However, the study tours also
enable valuable information about the people
and organisations responsible for the Regional
Nature Parks and facilitated exchange of
knowledge and experience by meeting in
person. These trips were usually three to five
days long. During this time, an intensive ex-
change took place between representatives of
the respective umbrella organisation or respon-
sible ministry. 1-3 Regional Nature Parks were
visited in each country and intensive talks held
with their managers and partners. All of the
countries visited and the umbrella organisations/
ministries, Regional Nature Parks and partner
organisations, are listed in the acknowledge-
ments at the end of the book. The websites

of the organisations visited are listed at
www.european-parks.org.

Results

The key results of analysis of the survey and
study trips are presented in the following two
chapters. A pamphlet created in parallel with
this book contains more detailed results and
can be found at www.european-parks.org.

Thanks to their involvement in the survey,
hospitality and numerous discussions during
the study trips, the umbrella organisations of
the Regional Nature Parks or the responsible
ministries, as well as the individual Regional
Nature Parks, have laid the foundations for
this book and for successful conclusion of

the project. We would therefore like to thank
the many people who have supported the
project in this way.

The results of the project should be viewed in
connection with the approach and method used
in this project: Defining the protected areas to
be taken into consideration in the project, differ-
entiated, for the first time the group of ‘Regional
Nature Parks’ from the many protected areas in
European countries. These Regional Nature Parks
in European countries have common features

on key points, in relation to their responsibilities
and ways of working, with definite, valuable
benefits for the individual countries, regions,
local people and all of Europe.

It was consistently found that, full use of the
benefits of Regional Nature Parks are not
realised and they are often undervalued. This

is especially noted at a European level. As a
consequence, Regional Nature Parks sometimes
lack the political and societal support that they
need to develop their full potential to benefit
people, nature and society. This project aims to
improve the situation of Regional Nature Parks
across Europe.

Analysis of this project involved detailed infor-
mation from many European countries. A special
viewpoint or distinctive feature of a country’s
Regional Nature Parks, may be absent from the
book, although these were considered, time and
financial constraints were prohibitive to include
every detail.
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Development and Tasks of Regional
Nature Parks in Europe

Cultural landscapes that have been shaped by
human use over centuries are very common in
Europe. They are key to developing and preser-
ving biological diversity. Many different types of
landscapes and biotopes have developed in
Europe, along with the associated flora and
fauna, whose survival depends considerably on
continued use.

In comparison with the rest of the world, Europe
has most of the world’s share of IUCN Category
V ‘Protected Landscape / Seascape’ designated
protected areas. This also shows how important
cultural landscapes are in Europe.

The landscape and the culture associated with
traditional use of the land is particularly impor-
tant for people who live in rural areas.

Origins of Regional Nature Parks

Diversity of nature, landscapes and species has
greatly decreased and is increasingly threatened
in Europe. This is a result of growing industriali-
sation in European countries, along with the
associated intensification of land use by farming
and forestry and housing, transportation,
commerce and industry. At the same time, this
development has an negative impact on people,

for example, because of noise and air pollution,
especially in conurbations.

It was against this background that Regional
Nature Parks were created in many European
countries in the 50s and 60s.

In 1956, Hamburg businessman Alfred Toepfer
called for a programme for Nature Parks in
Germany. His idea was well-received and rapidly
implemented in all German states. The pro-
gramme envisaged creation of large Nature
Parks in 25 regions of Germany, with the
objectives of preserving these natural environ-
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ments, giving people from conurbations some-
where close by where they could relax in
unspoiled nature.

Since their inception, Regional Nature Parks in
Europe have always taken account of benefits
for people and nature. In his programme,
Toepfer took inspiration from American National
Parks and from the conservation movement at
the beginning of the 20th century. The first
Nature Park in Germany was established in 1957
and the first ‘Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty’ (AONB) was created in the UK in 1956,
with the ultimate aim of preserving the land-
scape’s natural beauty. Development of Regional
Nature Parks in France began in the 60s. Here,
sustainable development of rural areas was at
the forefront from the very beginning.

In the following years, Regional Nature Parks
appeared in other European countries. As this
study shows, their work focussed on comparable
responsibilities and objectives. Today there are
almost 900 Regional Nature Parks in 22 Europe-
an countries.

Structure and Responsibilities
of Regional Nature Parks

Regional Nature Parks normally each have an
administrative body and a management organi-
sation responsible for performing the functions
that arise from designation or from the guide-
lines of the organisations that make up the
administrative body.

Individual countries have developed different
structural models for Regional Nature Parks.
These models relate to the different political and
administrative structures in the countries, among
other issues.

In Germany, for example, districts and local
authorities are the administrative bodies for
Nature Parks in most states. Only in three states
are the federal states themselves the administra-
tive bodies of Nature Parks. Nature Parks in
Germany are designated for the long term.
Austria and Flanders chose a similar path for
developing their Regional Nature Parks with

regard to the important role of local authorities
and the long term designation. AONBs in the UK
also have a support structure where local author-
ities play a major role.

France has developed a different model. A region’s
local authorities together with state and regional
institutions, draw up a charter that sets down
the park’s development objectives. Based on this,
parks are currently supported for a 12-year
period, while these objectives are implemented.
This is followed by evaluation of whether these
objectives have been achieved. A new charter

is drawn up that must be submitted again for
approval at national level. The administrative
body of French Regional Nature Parks is a
“syndicat mixte”, where local and government
authorities are represented. The French Regional
Nature Park model has proven to be very success-
ful. Other countries such as Luxembourg, Belgium
(Wallonia) and Switzerland have developed their
Regional Nature Parks based on this model.

In the majority of participating countries, the
work of Regional Nature Parks is based on a
charter or, a Regional Nature Park plan that is
drawn up in agreement with local authorities
and interest groups.

Other countries, such as Spain and Italy, where
Regional Nature Parks were established from the
70s, chose to organise Regional Nature Parks
under the direct responsibility and support of the
regions.

In terms of tasks, Regional Nature Parks across
Europe have in common the fields of ‘protection
of biological diversity’, ‘sustainable development
of rural areas’, ‘environmental education and
education for sustainable development’, as well
as ‘sustainable tourism and recreation’. However,
the main foci can differ and change over the
years.

Individual countries also have additional tasks.

In France, in particular, and in countries that
base their Regional Nature Parks on the French
model, these are, for example, collaboration on
spatial planning and focus on innovations.
Regional Nature Parks in these countries explicit-

ly have the task of trying out new, future-related
ideas and models for societal development.
Overall, it is clear that Regional Nature Parks do
not have a rigid structure. They are flexible
instruments that set the main focus of their
work according to the requirements of time and
current political and societal objectives, within a
legal framework.

Regional Nature Parks in Switzerland and
Norway, which have been under development
for about 10 years, are setting a new focus in
European Regional Nature Park development.
Involvement of citizens in designation, work and
decision-making processes for Regional Nature
Parks is particularly important in these countries.

Linking Local Authority
and State Levels

A particular characteristic of European Regional
Nature Parks is that they forge a link between
local authority and state level and, in some

countries, with regional government levels in
between. In most cases, their designation and
remit are based on national law, as well as the
local authorities’ development objectives. This is
the reason why governments and local authori-
ties support and finance the management and
projects of Regional Nature Parks.

Regional Nature Parks therefore implement
government objectives at local level, headed by
or in collaboration with local authorities and
regional stakeholders, according to regional
prevailing conditions and requirements. Regional
Nature Parks work mostly, according to the
bottom-up principle, taking particular account of
the local authorities, but in a framework that is
prescribed in a different way by each govern-
ment.

The high level of acceptance of Regional Nature
Parks among local people is something identified
by the project partners and should be stressed.
Regional Nature Parks not only contribute to
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preserving nature and the landscape and to
sustainable regional development. They also
provide visible services for local people, such as
creating and maintaining hiking and cycling
trails, developing nature experience offers and
active marketing of regional products. In this
way, Regional Nature Parks make a noticeable
contribution to improving people’s quality of life,
to a sense of attachment to the area and
people’s commitment to their region.

Regional Nature Parks lead people to identify
with their region, which, in turn, provides the
basis for citizens getting involved in the work of
the Regional Nature Parks.

This acceptance, as well as management and
local networks, enable Regional Nature Parks
to transform state political objectives and state
actions into practical actions that are tailored
to suit the region.

Regional Nature Parks as
Integrated Protected Areas

Large scale protected areas, such as Regional
Nature Parks which are based on the principle of
integration of people and nature, are becoming
increasingly important in the global debate on
sustainability. The strength of Regional Nature
Parks lies in precisely this integrative principle.
The work of Regional Nature Parks, combines
conservation objectives with the aim of develop-
ing rural areas seeking to serve the interests
both of nature and people. Regional Nature
Parks are therefore protected areas that pursue
the objectives of sustainable regional develop-
ment in all three dimensions of sustainability:
ecological, economic and social.

The IUCN has divided protected areas globally
into categories according to management
criteria and objectives. Categories include
protected areas where the priority is pure
conservation, such as Category Il ‘National
Parks'. In this category, the focus is on allowing
large scale ecological processes to be undis-
turbed in large natural or near natural areas, as a
management objective. This kind of protected
area follows a segregative approach, where

areas for protection and use are spatially
separate from one another.

Protected areas in Category V "Protected
Landscape / Seascape’ are areas where the
interaction of people and nature over time has
produced an area of distinct character with
significant ecological, biological, cultural and
scenic value and where safeguarding the
integrity of this interaction is vital to protecting
and sustaining the area and its associated values.
These areas therefore follow an integrative
approach: Conservation and use take place in
the same area and, what is more, use can even
be necessary for achieving conservation objec-
tives.

All of the Regional Nature Parks involved in the
project ‘Europe’s Nature, Regional, and Land-
scape Parks’ are state-recognised protected areas
that have the objective of protecting nature and
landscapes, especially those landscapes that are
characterised by long-term human use (cultural
landscapes) with their diverse species and
habitats. These parks correspond to IUCN
Category V 'Protected Landscape / Seascape’,
but they do not necessary have to have been
assigned by the IUCN to Category V or even
categorised by the IUCN at all. This is because
not all areas have yet been listed on the IUCN
list in Category V, even though the authors of
this study think that their listing would be
justified. Norway is currently still an exception
with regard to being recognised at a national
level although promoted at a Regional Level.
Regional Nature Park development in Norway is
very new and still in the process of evolving.

The objective of supporting sustainable land use
in Regional Nature Parks is the fundamental
approach for their work. This requires close
cooperation between local authorities, land
users and interest groups in the region. These
actors can often be more concerned with
aspects of further development of land use than
with conservation objectives. In this case, one of
the core responsibilities of Regional Nature Parks
is to convey the significance of conservation
objectives and the necessity of taking them into
account in land use planning.

For the work of Regional Nature Parks to be
accepted, it is important that they communicate
to the groups of users mentioned that Regional
Nature Parks are integrative, not segregative,
protected areas, i.e. they do not exclusively
pursue conservation interests.

In the conclusion of the project ‘Europe’s Nature,
Regional, and Landscape Parks’, the authors
recommend that Regional Nature Parks actively
position themselves with regard to politicians,
local interest groups and the public, as integra-
tive protected areas that pursue conservation
and regional development as equal tasks.

This is the best way to teach people about the
natural values and the associated economic
systems, culture and tradition that need to be
preserved and to get them on board as support-
ers of the work of Regional Nature Parks.

At the heart of the work of Regional Nature
Parks lies preservation and further development
of values: the value of nature, landscape and
biological diversity, the value of culture and
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tradition that have developed in connection with
the landscape, the value of people’s knowledge
of their region, and their identification with and
commitment to their region.

Regional Nature Parks, together with the
regions, are responsible for bringing these
values into consciousness, preserving them
and developing them. This forms the basis for
building added value and valorisation that
can then lead to sustainable development of
the region and a high quality of life for the
population.

Role and Tasks of Regional Nature
Parks Today

The work of Regional Nature Parks is very
important for society, because their work also
always keeps in mind the good of the people in
the regions. A motto for Nature Parks in Germa-
ny that is attributed to Nature Park founder
Alfred Toepfer applies here: ‘Nature and land-
scape can only be protected and preserved
together with people’. Therein lies the major
challenge for the administrative bodies and man-
agement organisations of Regional Nature Parks.
They have to coordinate closely with local
authorities and local interest groups and really
get people involved in their work.

Regional Nature Parks have created good
prerequisites for this, as, in most cases, they
work together closely with local authorities and
the local authorities are often part of the
Regional Nature Park administrative structures.
Involvement of local authorities, for example in
drawing up a charter as a basis for the work of
Regional Nature Parks, e.g. in France, Luxem-
bourg, Switzerland and Wallonia, is institutional-
ised. It is foreseeable that the question of
involvement of local authorities, regions, interest

groups and people in the work of Regional
Nature Parks will become even more important
in the coming years.

A further challenge becomes clear when we
consider the necessity of sustainable develop-
ment of society as a whole, for example, in order
to protect the climate, preserve biological diversi-
ty and generally ensure that resources are
available for the next generation. Innovative
developments in Regional Nature Parks, in

conjunction with conservation and sustainable
development, can act as models for develop-
ment in other regions. This approach is used in
France, in particular. Regional Nature Parks in
France explicitly have the task of trying out new,
future-related ideas and models for societal
development.

Current achievements of Regional Nature Parks
in the aforementioned areas are presented in
detail in the next chapter.




How do Regional Nature Parks Benefit
Europe and European Countries?

Introduction

There are almost 900 Regional Nature Parks in
Europe, defined by this project. They are located
in 22 European countries and cover 8% of the
total area of the EU-28, plus Norway and
Switzerland. They bring numerous benefits for
nature protection, sustainable farming and
development of rural areas.

Regional Nature Parks support sustainable
tourism and environmental education. While
preserving the beauty, biological diversity and
cultural heritage of rural areas, they also support

healthcare, providing spaces for recreation for
all segments of society.

The strength of Regional Nature Parks is that
their work takes an integrative approach to
different areas such as conservation, farming,
environmental education, recreation and
regional development. They carry out their
projects accordingly and work together with
actors from all areas.

In order to clarify the benefits of Regional Nature
Parks for Europe and European countries, in
individual policy areas, these are presented in

individual chapters with exemplary projects that
illustrate the work of Regional Nature Parks in
different areas. In actual fact, however, these
policy areas are closely connected in the work of
Regional Nature Parks. The following chapters
also include extracts of the results of the survey
conducted in this project.

The exemplary Regional Nature Park
projects presented in the following chapters
with a photograph and a short text come
from Austria, Croatia, France, Hungary, Italy,
Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Spain,
Switzerland and the UK. The authors of the




study got to know these projects on study
trips in 2016. There are also examples from
German Nature Parks.

There are undoubtedly numerous good project
examples from Regional Nature Parks in the
other ten countries too. Unfortunately, due to
the time and financial conditions under which
this project was carried out, we were not able to
get to know these Regional Nature Parks more
in-depth.

The benefits of Europe’s Regional Nature Parks
support numerous European Union objectives
and strategies, such as the EU Biodiversity Strate-
gy, creation of a functioning Natura 2000
Network, the Green Infrastructure, EU policy on

development of rural areas and the overarching
aims of the Europa 2020 strategy. Furthermore,
they help to implement the Landscape Conven-
tion of the Council of Europe (CoE), as well as
helping with implementation of the Alpine
Convention and the Carpathian Convention.

In most of the participating countries, financing
of measures taken by Regional Nature Parks
with European Union funds, have made use of
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD), and of the support
programmes LIFE, LEADER and INTERREG.

Regional Nature Parks therefore play an impor-
tant role in ensuring that European Union funds

are used to benefit people and nature in
Europe’s various rural areas.

On a global level, Regional Nature Parks also
support Europe’s contribution to international
agreements, such as the United Nations ‘Con-
vention on Biological Diversity’ (CBD) or the
17 'Sustainable Development Goals’ of the
United Nations.




Preservation of Biological Diversity

and Natura 2000

The United Nations International Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) from 1992 emphasises
the particular importance of protected areas for
preserving biological diversity. The CBD — and,
above all, the “Programme of Work on Protect-
ed Areas”, which was adopted in 2004 — em-
phasises the importance of protected areas for
securing biological diversity, especially against
the background of the consequences of climate
change. In the face of deteriorating environmen-
tal conditions, only intact ecosystems offer the
opportunity to preserve habitats for animals and
plants. They also improve stability of adjoining

areas, secure income through sustainable use of
less developed regions and preserve highly
attractive landscapes for future generations.

The influence of people has transformed original
natural landscapes in Europe into cultural
landscapes. Different uses also created habitats
for a variety of species. The diversity of species
and biotopes that has grown over time is the
most important asset of Regional Nature Parks
and is worthy of protection. This asset is now
under threat from the modern, industrialised
way of life. This way of life is associated with

changed types and intensities of use in farming,
forestry and water management, as well as in
transportation, housing and infrastructure policy.
Climate change is another threat to biological
diversity. It is responsible for species range shifts
and loss of species.

Brown bears have been returned to ] b
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Parks' biodiversity strategy, a
process involving Nature Parks and £
the federal states analysed and 'i- ¥ .,"\
recorded the measures with which %
Nature Parks can contribute to

implementing the Austrian ]1
Biodiversity Strategy 2020+ and - '
thus support the EU’s Biodiversity
Strategy. 5
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There are numerous projects in French Regional Nature Parks
for preserving and restoring ecological corridors, such as
hedges, flower strips and rivers. This reconnects links
between habitats with endangered species.
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Diverse conservation activities in
Regional Nature Parks

All Regional Nature Parks in Europe contribute to
safequarding characteristic cultural and natural
landscapes and to preserving their biological
diversity. They do this by supporting sustainable
farming, forestry and water management, as
well as with specific protection, maintenance
and development measures and sometimes also
by monitoring selected species.

Conservation activities in Regional Nature Parks
are many and varied. They range from protection
measures for particular species, such as lynx,
black grouse or fire salamander, through biotope
protection projects for species-rich mountain
pastures, arid grasslands or ravine forests, to
visitor-management measures to keep people
away from sensitive biotopes. Another activity is

tackling invasive alien species. Public relations
work and environmental education offers in
Regional Nature Parks also contribute to conser-
vation. Active marketing of regional specialities,
such as high-quality cheeses or meat products,
for example, also contributes indirectly to
conservation, if it supports preservation of
species-rich meadows, pastures or juniper heath,
by sustainable, economical use of grassland

with cattle, sheep or goats.

Close cooperation with local authorities, farmers
and foresters, conservationists and other
important stakeholders from their region, as well
as support of the population, is crucial for
successful conservation work by Regional Nature
Park administrative bodies. This enables Regional
Nature Parks to bring together important
partners for the various measures and to win
their support for joint conservation projects.

The Italian Nature Park Alpe Devero is following changes
in black grouse numbers, with regular monitoring and
support from hunters and volunteers. It is also working
together with universities to establish possible negative
effects of ski tourism on the population.

In cooperation with the national water authority, fishers
and communities, Regional Park Mura Drava in Croatia is
supporting preservation of the species-rich Mura River,
which, as a tributary of the Danube, is part of the “Blue
Heart of Europe”.
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The AONB Shropshire Hills in England is committed to
the intact river ecology of the River Clun and therefore
to protecting its population of river pearl mussels, by
advising farmers in a Natura 2000 area.
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