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Introduction
Ever wondered what your Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty do for you?
Well… Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are Landscapes for Life in more ways than one. Based on a snapshot of the recent
work of 23 of the UK’s AONB Family with the help of its small dedicated teams, enthusiastic community volunteers and local
members, we have as

{ Landscapes for Nature, improved your countryside by enhancing 624,041 hectares of land for wildlife – that’s the same area as 4394
Hyde Parks

{ Landscapes for People, attracted 1,430,139 people to get out into your vibrant countryside to enjoy the wealth of opportunities on
offer – that’s the same number of people needed to fill Wembley Stadium for 15 cup finals!

{ Landscapes for Business, enhanced the UK economy with a GVA for AONBs of £16.5 billion – similar to that of the city of Leeds,
{ Landscapes for Culture, improved the condition of 270 Scheduled Monuments, and
{ an AONB Family attracted an additional £7.22m of external funding in order to work with local communities, valuing their skills,
knowledge and energy and by doing so help sustain a rural economy that conserves and enhances the natural environment for the
benefit of everyone.

Our Approach

Sharing

Learning

Inspiring

Leading

In everything we do, we aim to share, learn, inspire and lead to ensure that the UK’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are
safeguarded now, and for future generations.
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Over the next few pages you can read about what some of the AONB Family have been up to fulfil these aims.

Landscapes for Nature
{ Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership – Natural Futures
The Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership is in year 1 of a three-year, Heritage Lottery Fund and other funders supported project
Natural Futures. The project aims to discover more about the wildlife of the Blackdown Hills by supporting local people to set up
community wildlife projects, helping young people / students gain new skills in ecological surveys and nature conservation, and
encouraging everyone to enjoy and understand the wildlife of the AONB.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Wildlife-nature-Blackdown-Hills-AONB-Blackdown-Hills-Natural-Futures.doc
{ Dorset AONB Partnership – Prime Coppice Community Woodland Network
The Dorset AONB Partnership has been leading a Community Woodland Network for the past two years, linking likeminded groups
in West Dorset. Prime Coppice was one of the founding members of the network. They have held a number of events, both at a
national and local level and provided opportunities for different interest groups to get involved in the wood. Dorset AONB
Partnership has funded some of the more significant forestry work at Prime Coppice, which was holding up management of the
site. This has allowed them to develop their offer to the wider community and they now run regular volunteer work parties where
people get actively involved in woodland management. In return, the volunteers are rewarded with local, sustainable wood fuel.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Wildlife-nature-Dorset-AONB-Community-Woodland-Network-Prime-Coppice.doc
{ Quantock Hills AONB Partnership – Greater Quantock Landscape Improvement Scheme
The Quantock Hills AONB Partnership is in year 1 of a five-year scheme which will link existing areas and increase existing area of
priority habitat - lowland heath and sessile oak woods - through the improvement or reversion of conifer and agricultural land .
Working with the public and private landowners, this will increase the resilience of priority habitats by increasing the size and
joining them together.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Wildlife-nature-Quantock-Hills-AONB-Greater-Quantock-Landscape-ImprovementScheme.doc
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{ Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership – River Clun Recovery Project
The River Clun is a Natura 2000 site and one of only three rivers in England designated as a European Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) for its freshwater pearl mussel interest. In recent decades, the population has experienced a dramatic drop in numbers due
to habitat loss and declines in water quality. The project is funded for four years by WREN, Woodland Trust and Severn Rivers Trust
and is working in partnership with landowners, volunteers and agencies to raise awareness of the issues contributing to decline
and to fund conservation measures not available via conventional schemes. The project has a catchment wide remit, but is also
working at two sites to enhance habitat for future translocation of adult pearl mussels from parts of the catchment not likely to
recover in the short-term.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Wildlife-nature-Shropshire-Hills-AONB-River-Clun-Recovery-Project.doc
{ Wye Valley AONB Partnership – LEMUR+ Phase 1 Habitat Survey
The Wye Valley AONB Partnership provides ecological survey trainee placements to develop specific skills in ecological and wildlife
survey work, use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and habitat management, through the LEMUR+ Project. The
placements have expanded the current biodiversity and landscape data through surveying Phase 1 Habitats. The trainees also
investigated and tested new survey technologies and helped conduct additional ecological surveys including water vole and mink
populations on the Wye and its tributaries.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Wildlife-nature-Wye-Valley-AONB-LEMUR-Phase-1-Habitat-Survey.doc
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Landscapes for People
{ Dorset AONB Partnership – Stepping into Nature
Dorset AONB Partnership’s Stepping into Nature project is helping to deliver health and wellbeing benefits for Dorset’s older
people, including those living with dementia and their carers. The project uses Dorset’s outstanding natural and cultural landscape
to create and provide dementia-friendly activities and sensory rich visits to places of interest in Dorset. The project has been
working with a range of environment, cultural and health & wellbeing partners to deliver a range of landscape based activities that
encourage older people to be physically and mentally active.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4People-wellbeing-Dorset-AONB-Stepping-into-Nature.doc
{ Howardian Hills AONB Partnership – Moorswork, Volunteers and Social Integration
Howardian Hills AONB Partnership’s volunteers have been working alongside Moorswork, a training and employment scheme for
mainly young adults with learning difficulties. The group have successfully worked on conservation, access and recreation projects.
The Moorswork team is made up of adults with learning difficulties and their group leaders. The team currently operates two days
per week and they carry out work for Buglife, the Forestry Commission, Howardian Hills AONB, a Housing Association, several
churches and the North York Moors National Park. They are available for hire either on a regular contract or for one-off jobs.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4People-wellbeing-Howardian-Hills-AONB-Moorswork-and-Volunteers.doc
{ North Pennines AONB Partnership – Dark Skies
Recognising that the North Pennines AONB has dark night skies of a similar quality to those of is neighbours Kielder Water and
Forest Park and that greater recognition and promotion of this for stargazing could benefit the visitor economy, the AONB
Partnership decided to seek Dark Sky (DSDS) status. Using conservation trainees, who were funded via an HLF apprenticeship
scheme, and working alongside Durham University and local astronomy groups, the AONB Partnership undertook dark sky quality
monitoring to establish the darkest easily accessible places within the AONB boundary resulting in 5 areas being designated.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4People-wellbeing-North-Pennines-AONB-Dark-Skies.doc
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{ Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership – John Muir Award in the Shropshire Hills
John Muir Award in the Shropshire Hills was a collaborative project delivered by the Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership and
Shropshire Wildlife Trust about connecting children to their local landscape. The project provided an in-depth outdoor learning
experience for KS2 children from two primary schools, Rushbury and Bucknell, in the Shropshire Hills AONB. With the help of
trained leaders, the children achieved the John Muir Award, an environmental award that encourages people to connect, enjoy
and care for ‘Wild Places’ in the spirit of fun and adventure.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4People-wellbeing-Shropshire-Hills-AONB-John-Muir-Award-in-the-ShropshireHills.doc
{ Wye Valley AONB Partnership – mindSCAPE
mindSCAPE is a 4 year BIG Lottery funded, Wye Valley AONB Partnership project which started in April 2014. The project
reconnects people living with Dementia and their carers with the landscape and its history, heritage, environment and crafts
through a series of free fortnightly creative activities. MindSCAPE aims to improve the metal and physical health of people
diagnosed with early onset dementia and their carers by reducing social isolation and helping them to reconnect with the natural
environment.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4People-wellbeing-Wye-Valley-AONB-Mindscape.doc
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Landscapes for Business
{ Arnside Silverdale AONB Partnership – A Taste of the Landscape
A Taste of the Landscape is the latest in a series of annual one or two week festivals highlighting different features of the AONB.
Previous festivals have focused on Wildflowers, Walking, Woodlands, Wetlands and Wildlife. Festivals are run at different times of
year depending on theme. The aims of the AONB’s festivals are to encourage people to visit the AONB - daytrips or overnight,
businesses to open their doors to the public and showcase (and sell) their products, and visitors to get to know more of the
AONB’s destinations and businesses and to revisit them in the future. Festivals are a mixture of events organised by the AONB
Partnership and other organisations, and publicised by the AONB Partnership.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Business-economy-ArnsideSilverdale-AONB-A-Taste-of-the-Landscape-–-Food-andLocal-Produce-Festival.doc
{ Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership – Supporting a Network of Tourism Businesses
The Forest of Bowland AONB Partnership has been supporting tourism businesses for over 10 years - much of the work began as
the AONB Partnership worked towards the achievement and awarding of the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in 2005,
which was later re-awarded in 2010. The project work was originally defined by a Sustainable Tourism Strategy (2005) that was
developed alongside the Charter process, but now the work forms an integral part of the AONB's Management Plan, rather than as
a separate strategy.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Business-economy-Forest-of-Bowland-AONB-Supporting-a-Network-of-TourismBusinesses.doc
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Landscapes for Culture
{ Dorset AONB Partnership – Heritage on the Edge
Heritage on the Edge is focused on an area described as one of the most important late Neolithic/early Bronze Age funerary
ceremonial landscape s in NW Europe. The AONB Partnership set a target of improving the condition of at least 60 Bronze Age
barrows and other monuments during the grant period. Working closely with Historic England they recruited and trained a group
of approx. 25 volunteers to carry out up to date surveys of monuments on HE’s At Risk Register. The volunteers set about their
work with enthusiasm during summer 2015 and are still going at the time of writing. To date 197 (55%) BA barrows have been
surveyed out of a total 355 on the At Risk Register for our project area, representing over 125 hours of voluntary effort so far.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Culture-history-Dorset-AONB-Heritage-on-the-Edge.doc
{ North Devon AONB Partnership – Character of our Coast
This “Then and Now” photographic exhibition and talks demonstrates the changing landscape of the North Devon Coast AONB. A
joint project between the AONB Partnership and Beaford Arts, supported by an SDF grant, it uses historic and contemporary
photographs to demonstrate the impact of climate, land management and people on the landscape.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Culture-history-North-Devon-AONB-Character-of-our-Coast.doc
{ Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership – Helping Hillforts and Earthwork Castles
The Helping Hillforts and Earthwork Castles project is about improving access, interpretation and conservation management at a
number of key hillfort and castle sites within the Landscape Partnership Scheme area using both expert and volunteer help. An
ongoing project as part of the Stiperstones & Corndon Hill Country Landscape Partnership Scheme, the focus this year has been on
finalising negotiation on access improvements at a number of sites, completing access improvements, continuing conservation
task days with volunteers to bring the sites back into active management and to make a start on planning for improved
interpretation of these sites.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Culture-history-Shropshire-Hills-AONB-Helping-hillforts-and-earthwork-castles.doc
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{ Wye Valley AONB Partnership – St James Church, Lancaut
The project was led by owners Forest of Dean Buildings Preservation Trust, supported by the Wye Valley AONB Partnership and
with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, English Heritage and the Gloucestershire Environmental Trust. Significant
consolidation works were completed on St James’ Church which is a Listed Building and part of a Scheduled Monument and whose
roof had been removed in 1860 and chancel-arch had collapsed in 1984. Conservation works included the rebuilding of the
chancel-arch, with all the original stones found on site, and the repair, repointing and capping, with turf, of the exposed church
walls.
http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/images/L4Culture-history-Wye-Valley-AONB-Lancaut-Church.doc
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Who we are
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) are some of the UK’s most outstanding landscapes and belong to an international
Protected Landscape Family. There are 38 AONBs in England and Wales, and a further eight in Northern Ireland. For further
information about the AONB Family visit www.landscapesforlife.org.uk
The National Association for AONBs (NAAONB) is a charity that provides a strong collective voice for the UK’s 46 Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). Its objectives are to promote the conservation and enhancement of AONBs, advance the
education, understanding and appreciation by the public of AONBs, and promote the efficiency and effectiveness of those
promoting or representing AONBs, other Protected Areas and those areas for which designation might be pursued. It does this by
taking a collaborative and partnership based approach to working with our membership and other organisations at a national level
to achieve shared goals. For more information see
Web: www.landscapesforlife.org.uk Twitter:@naaonb @AONBFamily
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