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Help us move
Picturesque into the
digital age

This will be the last
edition of Picturesque
produced as a paper
newsletter and
delivered by post to
you. Please stay with
us as we move it into
the digital age!
Like many organisations
in the current economic
climate the AONB Unit
has to make significant
savings in our use of
public money. Printing
and posting Picturesque
twice a year costs nearly
£4,000 and with ever
dwindling resources,
delivery costs and high
postal charges we have
taken the decision to
produce future editions
of Picturesque digitally.

After this Winter 2015
edition,Picturesque will
only be available as a
download from our
website or you can sign
up to have it sent to
your email address,
through MailChimp.
Instructions on how to
get the digital editions
are on the back page.
The good news is that
we will be able to
produce more frequent
editions of Picturesque
and keep you more up
to date with what is
going on in and around
the Wye Valley AONB
(we promise not to flood
your inbox with trivia).
Check how to stay with
us on the back page.

Cover Image; River monster procession over the River Wye during Hereford Carnival

We would like to wish
everyone a very
Me rry Christmas and a
Happy New Year
from all the
Wye Valley AONB staff
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Wye Valley
River Festival
2016 ahoy!
We are really thrilled
to confirm that the 2nd
Wye Valley River
Festival will take place
from April 29 to
May15, 2016.
Keep your eyes and ears
open for when we
reveal updates and news
about this exciting
Festival on the website,
facebook,twitter and via
Picturesque.
Find out more about
the Festival on page 4.
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PhD student
researches
Why we like the
Wye Valley?

Above: Greg (centre) with Wye Valley AONB Youth Rangers on a caving day

Artist Greg Dunn has been working since 2013
on a collaborative PhD research project, with
Birmingham City University and the Wye Valley
AONB Unit, funded by the Arts and Humanities
Research Council. The research questions the
relevance of Protected Landscapes to
contemporary society. Since the Wye Tour, 250
years ago, the Wye Valley has been viewed
favourably through pictorial, photographic and
cinematic composition. Numerous artistic
responses have reflected on the area’s special
qualities and unique physical features. In 1770
William Gilpin’s exploration of the ‘Picturesque’
views initiated a long term artistic response to
this landscape, still popular with millions of
visitors to this day.

Greg,who completes his PhD in 2016,
outlines his research objectives:
My artistic practice has grown from my affinity with
materials, my love of location immersion and
fascination with social relationships. My creative
energies are employed in a full time research project
to procure understanding of how humans encounter
the Wye Valley AONB. This location is infused with
human narrative, abundant in natural beauty and as
a result, has provided inspiration for artists and
pleasure seekers for over two and a half centuries.
My research asks relevant questions: Does the area
still stimulate people? Are profound experiences still
to be had in the location? If so, can we sustain such
meaningful moments for future generations?
Greg’s website is cargocollective.com/dunnroaming
Find his blog on dunn-roaming.blogspot.co.uk

Nick settles in as Wye Valley
AONB Development Officer

The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) has welcomed a new officer to the team.

Nick Critchley, 38, joined the
AONB Unit, based at
Hadnock Road, Monmouth,
in April 2015, taking over
from Andrew Nixon as
AONB Development Officer.
Nick brings with him a
wealth of experience in
conservation and grants
work. Previously at the
Clwydian Range and Dee
Valley AONB, he was a
Senior Countryside Officer
and also worked on their

Heather and Hillforts
Heritage Lottery Funded
Landscape Partnership
Scheme. He then managed
their Sustainable
Development Fund (SDF)
and lots of community
project planning and
delivery.
Our beautiful and dramatic
Wye Valley drew him from
the Welsh uplands and
moorlands. He is now well
settled and coming to terms

with our unique cross
border complexity. He has
been effective in raising
funds for the River Festival
and developing woodland
and landscape projects,
some in conjunction with
that Mr Nixon at Gwent
Wildlife Trust.
page 3
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Wye Valley River Festival
will be flowing from
April 29  May 15, 2016

The dates are set so  full steam ahead 
Our 2nd Wye Valley River Festival promises to be a
wonderful watery extravaganza. From its launch in
Hereford on Friday, April 29 to its finale near
Chepstow on Sunday, May 15, it will bring a
series of innovative, intriguing and spectacular
events to locations along a 60-mile stretch of the River
Wye, under the central theme of Global Arteries.
The Wye Valley River Festival is a
biennial festival inspired by the
landscape and led by the Wye
Valley AONB Partnership and arts
professionals collaborating with
the local communities and people
who live in and around the Wye
Valley Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB). After our first
Festival’s tidal wave of success in
2014, we’re set on making our
second, 17-day festival even more
amazing, exciting, entertaining and
educational. The 2016 Festival will
be another celebration of nature,
culture, landscape and life along
the River Wye between Hereford
and Chepstow, in our stunning
Wye Valley AONB landscape. A
myriad of issues will be highlighted
through community, artistic and

theatrical activity regarding water use,
the health of our river environment
and our connections to river citizens
across the globe.
The detailed programme is still
developing, but it promises to be
another spectacularly different
series of events.
This will be under the artistic direction
of the festival team headed by Phillippa
Haynes, Festival Director and Desperate
Men, Artistic Directors. This is their
third large scale river-based project
having recently undertaken the
Bristol Loves Tides Project.
A main focus of the River Festival 2016
will be the travelling Wye Serai. This will
be a dynamic combination of
performances and activities, building on
earlier workshops in the New Year.

Images above from top left: Chris Bull ‘ Bullzini’ performing high wire act at Llandogo, photo Jim Ozanne,
Middle Enjoying Chepstow, photo David Broadbent; Bottom: Fire and Flame, photo Jim Ozanne.
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Events with the WOW factor

Get Involved 

The Wye Serai will be at every major weekend
location (up to seven places). It will be both a
for Business 
dynamic daytime show and several times
There are lots of unique opportunities to
throughout the Festival it will crescendo into
make your mark at the River Festival
wonderous night-time performances.
Sponsor packages available
At key events a Giant Samovar will be the centrepiece
Sponsor a caravan, a River Bed or an
of a spellbinding fire and flame spectacular. A
eye-catching event and get noticed.
number of ‘caravans’, part of the Wye Serai,
If you are a local high quality producer or
artisan maker we are inviting you to exhibit at
will also travel on Festival weekdays to
festival sites. You need to be able to demonstrate a rural
schools and smaller settlements,
skill/ artisan skill/ locally produced product that links to the
bringing enlightenment and
landscape and/or the watery theme.
entertainment.
for Communities
2014 achieved great things:
•

Nearly 20,000 people attended

•

Event quality: 98% rated good and
excellent
A £275k boost to the local
economy and tourism- “tills were
ringing in Ross” Councillor Caroline
Utting
Brought people from all sectors of
the community together to celebrate
nature, culture, landscape and life
along the river
Created high quality art
in the outdoors

. 30+ Wye Valley River Festival events

•

•

•

Images above from top left: Torchlight
procession, photo Jim Ozanne. Top right:
Torchlight river procession, photo Jim Ozanne.
Bottom left: Storytelling in the Serai,
photo Black Country Museum Eat.

You can link your event to the watery theme of the 2016
River Festival. If you have an event then please get in touch
by mid December in order to include it within our programme
and publicity.
for Schools
Join in with the flags and banners programme of activity.
See your school represented at a Festival site.
Workshops are running from February.
for Singers and Musicians
Join the Festival choir workshops starting in January.
for Artists
Get in touch if you or your art group would like to make
a visit to a Festival site and capture the unique spirit of
the River Festival on canvas.
Volunteer to make it happen- get in touch for more
y
y
detail e: community@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
t: 01600710844
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managing the Wye Valley

The Management Plan 2015-2020 is in the final stages.
AONB Officer Andrew Blake explains how the plan relates
to all who live, work or visit the Wye Valley AONB.
We are in the final stages of completing the Wye
Valley AONB Management Plan 2015-2020 for
adoption by the Local Authorities, under Section
89 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW)
Act 2000. It then forms local authority policy and
action in relation to the management of the Wye
Valley AONB. The Management Plan is also a
material consideration in the Core Strategies of
the Forest of Dean District Council,
Gloucestershire County Council, Herefordshire
Council and the Monmouthshire County Council
Local Development Plan. Town, Parish and
Community Councils also have a statutory duty to
have regard to the purpose of AONB designation,
that is ‘to conserve and enhance the natural
beauty of the area’, indeed under the CRoW Act
Section 85 this duty applies to all public bodies.
There are also lots of local organisations and
individuals that have an interest in the Wye Valley,
including landowners, land managers, businesses,
residents and visitors. The AONB Management
Plan helps gain a better understanding of the
designation and provides guidance on the
conservation and enhancement of the natural
beauty of the area.
This is the third statutory 5 year AONB
Management Plan. Public consultations and
page 6

Strategic Environmental Assessments have helped
update it. But it is very much an evolution of the
previous, 2009-14 Plan. An Action Plan is also
being produced to ensure that the Strategic
Objectives are implemented, which will be a core
focus for the AONB Joint Advisory Committee
(JAC) and the AONB Unit.
The AONB Management Plan identifies 16
Landscape Management Zones, outlining their
various distinctive features, and lists 27 Special
Qualities of the AONB.
The Strategic Objectives are grouped
under 5 themes:Our Unique Landscape - conserved and
enhanced
Development and Transport - planning and
protection
Vital Communities - living and working in the
AONB
Enjoying the AONB - sustainable tourism,
recreation and appreciation
Achieving together - effective management of
the AONB
For more information and the Management
Plan documents go to

www.wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
Above image: River Wye at Lancaut,
photo David Broadbent
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The Charter
A ‘Charter for Residents and Visitors’ is also included in the Management Plan.
We hope it will encourage more people to:
T ake pride in the Wye Valley by promoting
its special qualities, features and places to
family, friends and visitors
Buy local products and services from
farmers and woodland managers who
actively manage their land to benefit the
environment
Respect other users – follow the
Countryside Code
Slow down for people, horses and wildlife
Manage your land for wildlife
Maintain the rural nature of your property

Help prevent the spread of invasive and
harmful plant and animal species
Avoid using the car where possible and
consider using renewable energy in your
home
Reduce, reuse, recycle and dispose of all
litter responsibly
Use less water
Get involved – support local conservation
organisations
Have your say
Get out there and enjoy the landscape

Key Facts
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty share
equal status with National Parks in terms of
scenic beauty and landscape protection.
The Wye Valley AONB is the only protected
landscape to straddle a national boundary; being
64% in England and 36% in Wales.
Natural Beauty is defined as ‘flora, fauna and

geological and physiographical features (in the
Countryside Act 1968).

Subsequent government guidance provides a
further definition: ‘The natural beauty of AONBs

encompasses everything – ‘natural’ and human –
that makes an area distinctive: geology, climate,
soil, plants, animals, communities, archaeology,
buildings, the people who live in it, past and
present, and the perceptions of those who visit it.’

Image: Wintour’s Leap, photo Visit EnglandDavid
Broadbent
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LEMUR+ trainees get to
grips with job skills

Above: Sophie Marley surveys wildflower meadow

Fresh faces have been with Wye
Valley AONB Unit over the
summer. Steve Shutt and
Sophie Marley are the latest
trainees to benefit from
LEMUR+ (Learning
Environments Marine, Urban
and Rural Plus) Project, led by
Ambios Ltd and Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust (HWT) and funded
by Heritage Lottery Fund.
This is the fifth year the AONB
Unit has hosted LEMUR
trainees, providing on the job
practical experience in technical
skills such as wildlife habitat
surveying, habitat
management, species
identification and project
management. The Plus bit
incorporates the trainee’s
investigation into the use of
new technologies in projects.

The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) has been
providing work experience to LEMUR+
students to enable them to gain skills in
conservation and environmental work.

These two trainees came along
very different routes to their
LEMUR placements at the Wye
Valley AONB offices. Steve is
now embarking on an
environmental career after
working in engineering.
Sophie Marley studied Applied
Ecology and Conservation at
the University of Reading,
Berkshire. After voluntary work
at Kew Royal Botanic Gardens,
she worked as a Conservation
Trainee for Buckingham and
Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust.
Sophie has been on a 9 month
placement and her contract has
now been extended until
February 2016.
Sophie and Steve mainly
concentrated on renewing the
Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the
Woolhope Dome, last

Above: Sophie, front row middle and Steve, back row 4th from left receive their LEMUR together
with the other LEMUR trainees Photo Ambios Ltd
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completed in 1999-2000. They
worked with the LEMUR+
trainees at HWT and
periodically joined up for wider
training with their LEMUR+
colleagues in South Devon
(doing the ‘Marine’ part of
LEMUR).
Previous AONB LEMUR trainees
in local jobs are Rob Bacon
with Natural Resources Wales
and Sophie Cowling at
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust.
Next year we hope to augment
the AONB Unit by hosting
another 9 and 4 month
LEMUR+ trainees.
To find out about LEMUR + log
onto their website. Applications
for next trainees open on
November 23
www.projectlemurplus.org/

Above: Steve Shutt
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LANCAUT
CHURCH’s Preservation
Above: The Wye Valley AONB Partnership visit Lancaut

One of the legacies of the

Overlooking the Wye scheme
was Lancaut church being
acquired by the Forest of Dean
Buildings Preservation Trust
(BPT) with the objective of
undertaking further
conservation work there.
Jim Chapman (BPT Trustee)
secured a Heritage Lottery
Fund grant to match grants
from the Wye Valley AONB and
Gloucestershire Environmental
Trust. This has enabled the
conservation works required to
stabilise the church structure
and ultimately rebuild the
chancel arch. The contractors
Nimbus Conservation were
able to find all the stones that
had come from the arch and
with careful consideration were
able to rebuild them back
across the nave. The whole of
the building has been
repointed in a lime mortar and
the walls topped with a local
turf to protect the masonry. The

project, total cost about
£140,000, has also been able
to undertake conservation of a
pair of lime kilns along the
path to the church. The whole
project has been achieved with
the kind co-operation of Mr
Mark Evans of Lancaut Farm
who owns much of the land
around the church and the
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.
The BPT hopes to undertake
archaeological survey around
the church and then provide
further interpretation of the
buildings history and the

Above: The rebuilt chancel arch at Lancaut.

setting which it occupies.
The AONB Partnership Tour
visited Lancaut in September to
see the work where they
observed the turfing of the
walls first hand. Several
attendees were amazed to
discover the place for the first
time in such a beautiful spot by
the River Wye.
Lancaut is well worth a visit.
Log on to
www.gloucestershirewildlife
trust.co.uk/reserves/Lancaut
for directions and further
information.
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www.wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

The mindSCAPE project, which
reconnects people living with
dementia with the landscape of the
AONB, is now nearing the end of its
second year of a four year project.
Funded by the BIG
Lottery, the mindSCAPE
project continues to go
from strength to strength.
Activities are run on a
fortnightly basis and have
recently included working
with leather, singing and
print-making. The group have
also enjoyed a poetry walk
and a trip to Beechenhurst to
visit the Sculpture Trail.
Working with practitioners
from the RSPB and becoming
involved with the Arts
Council funded project ‘The
Story of Objects’, has been a
highlight. mindSCAPE
worked with the Sculpture
Trust to produce artwork
from natural materials which
will be exhibited at

Beechenhurst in the Spring
2016. These include drawings
made using charcoal produced
from burning the Giant’s Chair
at Beechenhurst.(See main
background image)

The mindSCAPE Dementia Hub
was launched in June and now
offers monthly coffee
mornings in partnership with
Crossroads Care. People with
Dementia and their carers can
attend and receive a wealth of
information about services
available to them locally.
mindSCAPE has already
gathered interest both locally
and nationally, with other
organisations keen to find out
more about the project and
the benefits of it.

Above: Members of mindSCAPE attending a print
making workshop at Bracelands Adventure Centre,

page 10

Project users have been
fulsome in their praise
and some of the
comments are below.
“The project has been
superb, it has proved to
be a great stress
reliever and has enabled
me to learn new skills
and potentially take up
new hobbies. Long may
it continue.”
“I am able to settle into
these sessions and remain
for the whole time.
Sometimes I have to leave
activities after only a short
time. Not with this.”

“Friendly accepting and
uncritical of
limitations, wonderful
outlet”
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NEWS in brief

Farming Awards Winner from rear row left: Councillor Phil Cutter Chairman Wye Valley
AONB JAC; David Price, Judge Wales NFU; Alan Morgan, Gadr Farm,
Monmouthshire,Runner Up, Nick Critchley Wye Valley AONB Development Officer, Helen
Powell and John Powell, Longley Farm, Stow Green , St Briavels, Highly Commended; Andrew
Blake Wye Valley AONB Officer. Front row from left Peter Yeomans and Beryl Yeomans
Whitehill Farm Highly Commended; Ann Herbert and Jim Herbert, Lewstone Farm Winners.

Youth Rangers
on track for third cohort
We are currently recruiting
a new group of Youth
Rangers. If you are aged
between 14-16 years old,
passionate about the
countryside and looking
for outdoor adventure then
we would love to hear
from you.
The activity will lead to
• John Muir Award,
• Kayaking 1* award.
• Basic first aid qualification
Enhance your CV and gain new
skills and experience in stone
walling, hedgelaying, green
woodwork, bushcraft,
archaeology, film making,
caving, ecology and
conservation skills.

You will learn a range of skills to
use in a variety of situations
• Camping out, bushcraft skills
• Team and leadership skills
• Form new friendships
• Conquer fears and rise to new
challenges with the backing of
a supportive team
• Better informed about the area
in which you live and its
unique heritage
What does it cost?
It is free of charge to young
people aged 14-16yrs who have
been offered a place on the
scheme.
Interested?
Then email
community@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

or log onto the website below

wyevalleyaonb.org.uk/index.php/youth-rangers/

Herefordshire
farm wins
Farming Award
The Wye Valley AONB
presented its hotly contested
Farming Award to
Herefordshire farmers Ann
and Jim Herbert at the
Monmouthshire Show on
August 27, 2015.
Councillor Phil Cutter, Wye Valley
AONB Joint Advisory Committee
Chairman, presented the Herberts
with the first prize Farming Awards
Trophy and £400. The 240 acre
Lewstone Farm, at Whitchurch,
Herefordshire is known for its free
range egg production.
The farm is in Higher Level
Stewardship and wildflower
meadows and planting of 300
trees have increased the farm’s
biodiversity. However it was the
educational work with 30-40 local
school visits a year that particularly
impressed the Judges. All the
shortlisted farms make an
outstanding contribution to
conserving and enhancing the
natural beauty of the Wye Valley.
With farmland covering 65% of
the Wye Valley AONB the Farming
Awards, now in their 8th year, are
a great opportunity to promote the
good work that farmers do in
keeping the Wye Valley such a
special place for so many people.
The Farming Awards will run again
in 2016. Details and conditions of
entry will be posted on our
website and in the local media.
page 11
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:

PICTURESQUE, going digital:

This is the last printed edition of Picturesque. To
receive Picturesque in future you will need to sign
up for it on MailChimp or download it from our
website. If you sign up for it you will receive it
automatically when we produce it.

If you want to receive it direct please send us
your e-mail address (if you think we do not
have it already)

We will also need your permission to subscribe you to
Picturesque via MailChimp. You will be able to
unsubscribe from this service at any time.
To confirm this please send the form below to the
FREEPOST address below or send your email address to
information@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
clearly stating that
‘I wish to subscribe to Picturesque on MailChimp.’

If we already have your e-mail

Then we will e-mail you with a link to subscribe to
MailChimp in time for the next edition of Picturesque.
You will always have an opportunity to unsubscribe from
the service.
We will only use your contact details for the
distribution of Picturesque and other legitimate
AONB Unit communications.
I wish to subscribe to Picturesque via MailChimp
Name: __________________________________
Email (please print clearly)

________________________________________
Please send this back to the Information Officer,
Wye Valley AONB Office
FREEPOST SWC4106, Monmouth NP25 3ZZ

Who’s who
in the Wye Valley AONB
Andrew Blake
AONB Officer
t: 01600 713977
e: aonb.officer@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

Nick Critchley
Development Officer

t: 01600 710841
e: development@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

Nikki Moore
Information Officer
t: 01600 710846
e: information@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

Sarah Sawyer
Community Links Officer
t: 01600 710844
e: community@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
Julie Godfrey
Finance and Administration Officer
Julie is covering for Sharon Seymour
who is currently on extended leave
t: 01600 713977
e: office@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
You can find information and updates on the Wye
Valley AONB website www.wyevalleyaonb.org.uk
You can follow us, like us or share information on
Facebook Wye Valley AONB
Follow us on Twitter @wyebeauty

WYE VALLEY
One of the
AONB Family
The Wye Valley AONB is supported by Welsh Government, defra,
Forest of Dean District Council, Herefordshire Council, Gloucestershire
County Council and Monmouthshire County Council

DYFFRYN GWY
Un o’r
Teulu AHNE

