Case studies from Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

What role could the nation’s National Parks and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs) play in increasing woodland cover?
National Landscapes are landscapes whose distinctive character and natural beauty are so outstanding that it is in the
nation’s interest to safeguard them. Their landscapes vary greatly from open downs and moorland to wooded scarps
and valleys as will capacity for new woodlands and trees.
National Landscapes:

•

Have an established landscape-scale approach through statutory management plans.

•

Can develop AONB woodland and tree guidance and strategies working with local stakeholders.

•

Can maximise the benefits of woodland through developing local initiatives with farmers and landowners and the
engagement of local people.

•

Can help explore new ways to increase tree cover in keeping with landscape

AONBs are committed to creating 36,000ha of new woodland by 2030 in the Colchester Declaration. With appropriate
resources and the new ELM scheme, AONBs are in an excellent position to help deliver on the England Tree Strategy
whilst conserving and enhancing natural beauty

Working together to create landscape level change
Case study: Northern Upland Chain case for investment – New-native woodland creation

Working together to create landscape level change
Most of the 8% woodland cover of the South Devon AONB is
located within steep sided coastal combes and on ria sides
predominately in private ownership. Woodland Grant Scheme
agreements mainly cover management of established native
woodlands. Recent new plantings have been modest in scale.
Woodland character is mostly being maintained, though
starting to diverge with the appearance of Eucalyptus and
Christmas Tree plantations. Despite good Agri-Environment
scheme take up, loss of hedgerow and in-field trees continues,
particularly across the inland plateau. This issue is beginning to
be addressed in the central area of the AONB through
attention as one of the Saving Devon’s Treescapes project
priority focus areas. The project is working to plant trees
outside of woodlands targeting new Devon hedges, hedgerow
trees and field corner copses as a response to the loss of Ash
trees.

Helping landowners establish trees and woodlands

Working in partnership.
Case study: Northern Upland Chain case for investment – Woodland opportunity
mapping

Working together to create landscape level change
Case study: Forest of Bowland AONB : Tree, Woodland & Forestry Strategy

The steep clough woodland of
the tributary valleys offers good
opportunities for connectivity.

Respect field boundaries and
features from historical estates
including landmark trees.

Use structural planting to
screen or 'filter' long
distance views.

Managing our woodland and trees

Neroche Woodlanders is a social enterprise supported by the AONB at Young Wood, one hundred acres of magical
and beautiful forest on the edge of the Blackdown Hills near Taunton in Somerset. Neroche Woodlanders work
with nature to improve people's lives, while making the woods richer for wildlife. They encourage children, young
people, adults, families and organisations to learn about the nature around them, to find their own place in the
world, to build connections with others and to experience a deeper connection with their own wild nature.

Preparing for our future climate

Planting trees for rivers and water
The Wye Valley AONB Unit provided targeted farm advice to 11 farms in the
Angidy catchment, promoting opportunities for Natural Flood Management
and interventions to promote good soil management and reduce surface
water runoff. Work undertaken included protecting existing and planting
new cross contour hedgerows, fencing out unproductive agricultural land to
allow natural regeneration and using trees felled on site to installing leaky
dams in woodland. The successful farm advice approach is now being used
to promote management of riparian trees on the river Wye and its
tributaries.

Planting trees for rivers and water
Wye Valley AONB : Ravine WoodLIFE project (2004-2007)
The primary aim of the project was to restore the most important ravine woodlands in England and Wales, including
the extensive woodlands in the Wye Valley AONB, on the border of South Wales by:
•Ensuring the long-term ecological viability of the two ravine woodland habitat complexes through partnerships and
coordinated management
•Developing innovative solutions to address the environmental, social and economic threats to these woodlands and
associated habitats
•Raising awareness of the importance of these woodland habitats within Natura 2000 and sharing experience gained

Engaging people with trees and woodland

